could safely return. The Muslim inends about whom
he had made mention and even he himself might accom-
pany the first batch.

INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA

Next, Gandhiji referred to East Africa. The railway
was made by the Sikhs under great hardship. The Sikhs
were   an  enterprising  community.   And  now   an  Anti-
Indian Immigration Bill was brought before the local
legislature. Indians, Hindus and Muslims, had gone to
East Africa before the Europeans. They had gone there
not as exploiters with rifle in hand. They were business-
men.   They  had   become   friends  with   the   indigenous
population. They had worked for the prosperity of the
land. It was discreditable to treat them as interlopers.
The representatives of the Indians in East Africa had
wired to Pandit Nehru and had sent Gandhiji a copy
thereof requesting the Indian Government to intervene
on behalf of the Indian settlers. India was independent
and could not tolerate legislation against her nationals.
He  hoped  that  the   authorities  in  East  Africa would
realize   the  inadvisability   of losing   India's  friendship.
Pandit Nehru would, he was sure, do all that was possible
to help the Indians in East Africa.
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